
 ƼŨܐ ܕƟŴƆ ܪܘܣŴƠƏŴſܝ ܕƢƉ ܢŴŨܬܗ ܕܐŴƀƇƖƉ
ƀƖƣܐ źƀƆŴƘƢźƀƉܐ ܐƢźƘܘƘܐ ƀƃƢſƢźƘܐ 
űŨܪŴƐƉܩ ܘƢƀŨܘܬ ܘܐܘܪƋƇƣ ܘƀƐŶܐ ܕƼƕƢƉܐ 

ųŨ ܐƦƤſűƟ ܕܘܣųƌŴƏܐ ܕŨܝ ܘܪƦƉ ܝƢƉܐ ܕƢſ̄ܕܕ ݈. 
ܐ (
̄

 . Ūſ̄ . ŭƏ̄ܐܨ ̇- Ūƃ ̄ . ̄ܛ .ŴŨ̄ ݈ ♱  ( 
 
H.E. Mor Dioscoros Luka Sha’aia, in his ca-
pacity as an Archbishop during the period 1st 
December 1963 – 22nd September 2006♱ , had 
occupied several positions in the Church, The 
Patriarchal Vicar in Damascus, Beirut, Jerusa-
lem, the Head of the Archdiocese of St. Mat-
thew Monastery, Iraq and the Dean of the 
Holy Synod of the Syriac Orthodox Church of 
Antioch 2005. 
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 ŴƀƇƖƉ̈ܬܗ ܕܬƦƀƆܝ ŨŴŹܐ ƢƉܝ ܕŴƠƏŴſܪܘܣ ƟŴƆܐ ܕƀƖƣ ƦƀŨܐ 
 )♱2006 ـ 1929(

 
 ܕƀƖƣ ƼŨܐ ܿ ) ܙŴƕܪܐ(ܗܘŴū ŴſܪƢŨ Ƒƀū ܙܘܪܐ  ܡ
̄ܐܬƦƍƤŨ ƨŹƢũŨ űƇſ ܐܨŻƃ  ܡ ̇1929 
ƍƙƆŴƀƆ ƈũƟ̈ܐ Ƣƣܘſܐ ƢƙƏ ƼũŨܐ ܕźƀƟ ƁƉŴƀŨ űƃ  ݂ƨŹƢŨܐ،  ܡ

 ƚƇſ ܐƀƌܬűƕ ܐƐƄźƆܐ ܘƀŷƀƤƉ ܐƍƙƆŴƀƆ ƁƌŴƊƣ ܬܝƢƉܬܐ ܕűƖŨܘ
 ܗ̱ܘܐ ܿ 

 ̱ܗܪܓ ŶƦƊƆܐ ܕƦƍƣܐ űŶܐ űƊŨܪƦƣܐ ܬܪƼƍſܐ ŴƉ ƦƍſűƊŨܨܠ ܡ
ƦƍƤŨ̄ ܐܨųƉ  ܡ ̇1945 ƋſƢƘܝ ܐƢƉܐ ܕƀƌųƃ ܐƢƙƏ ƼũƆ ܝƼŨܐܬ 

 ųƇŶܙ ƎƉ ܗܘܐ ƁƌƦƣܐ ƻܬܐűŶ݂ܗܘ ܕ ̱ ̣  Ƣƕܐܩ  –ŴƊƆ ،ƎƍũƆܨܠ  –̇
ܿ  ܛ ܿ  ܡ ŤƖŨܕܐ ܕƦŷƄƣܗ ܕܨũƀƆܐ űſܿ  ܛܿ  ܐܨƀŷƌűƉ ŸƉܐ ܐܘŵƃ Ƽƃܙ

̄ ̄̄ ̄ ̇ ̄

 ųƉƨƏ ܐƣŴƉ Ƌƕ ƢƘƦƏܐ ܐƀŨƢƖƉ ŸƉ̄ܐܨ ŷƍƉܐ ƢƉܝ (̇
ųƉƨƏ ܐƣŴƉ ܣŴƉŴǍŴƐſƢƃ  ( ųƉƦƣܐ ܘܐܬſǔſܣ «ܕŴƟŴƆ

̈ ƊūƦƙŨܐ ܕŴƌųŨ ųŨǁܢ ƦƉŴſܐ ŴŶܝ ųƀƍŷƆ ܕűſƦƕ »ܕſƢſܐ

ŵŶ̄ܝ ƦƇŬƊƆܐ ܕŷƌűƉ ƎƤƆܐ Ʀƍƣܐ ƼƉűƟܐ ƍƀƍƉܐ ܓܿ  ܕܿ  ܬƎſƢƣ ܐƢŶܝ ܘŴƍƃܢ ƋſűƟ ܕƦƍƣ ܐܨŸƉ (̇ܘƦƇƖƆܐ ܗܝ ܕƢƟܬܗ ųƆܕܐ ܬƦƤƊƣܐ  ̇ ̄ ̄ ̈ ̱ :
ŤƘܬܬܐ 

̈
62 – 66 (  

Ʀƍƣ̄ ܐܨǉ  ܡ ̈ űƟܝ ųƐƆܕܘܬܐ ƼƇƕܐ ŴƘŴƐƇƀƙŨܬܐ ܘܬܐܘƀūŴƆܐ ܘűƕ ǉŴƍƟܬƀƌܐ ܿ ܘܐܬܬƍƙƇƉ ƋƀƟܐ ƢƙƏ ƼũŨ ųŨܐ ܿ 1951̇ ̈ 
Ʀƍƣ̄ ܐܨŭƌ  ܡ   ܐܬƦƇũſ ܬƦƤƊƣܗ ƢſűƆܐ ܕƢƉܝ ƦƉܝ 1953̇
ŴƀŨ̄ܡ Żƃ ܕƢſŵŶܢ ܕƦƍƣ ƎƉ ܐܨųƌ  ܡ ̇ ݂

̄
1955 ܿ ǉųƃ ܚƢƏܐܬܬ  

ƦƍƤŨ̄ ܐܨƏܐ  ܡ ) ♱1980  –  1957( ܘŴƙƆܬ ųƍŷƆŴƘ ܬũƀƃܐ ƨƠŷŨ ܕűƕܬܐ ƃƢſƢźƘ ųƤũƭܐ ƢƉܝ ܐŴƀŹŤƍŬſܣ ŴƠƖſܒ ܬſƼƆܐ 1961̇
 ܿ ųƇŶܙ ƦƍſűƊŨܕ ƋſƢƘܝ ܐƢƉܐ ܕƀƌųƃ ܐƢƙƏ ƼũŨ ܐƍƙƇƉ ųƊƀƟܐ ܘܐƤſűƟ ܐũƀƆƞƆ 

ƦƍƤŨ̄ ܐܨŭƏ  ܡ   ܘǉűƟŴƙŨ ܕƃƢſƢźƘܐ ŴƠƖſܒ ܬſƼƆܐ ܐܙܠ ƦƤƊƣƦƆܐ ܕŴƃƢſƢźƘ ƼŨܬܐ ܿ 1963̇
̄ܘŴƀŨܡ ũƤŨ űŶܐ ܐܿ  Ūſܿ  ܐܨŭƏ  ܡ ̇ ̄ ̄

 ܐƃƢſƢźƘ ųŶƢƏܐ ŴƠƖſܒ ܬſƼƆܐ źƀƆŴƘƢźƀƉܐ ƢƉ ƋƤŨܝ ܕŴƠƏŴſܪܘܣ ƟŴƆܐ ܘܐųƊƀƟ ܐƢźƘܘƘܐ 1963
 ܿ ƎƍũƆܐ ܕƼƕƢƊƆ ܡűƉ ܐŶƦƊƆ ܬܘܒ ƥƊƣܩ ܿ ܘŴƐƉܕܪ ƦƍſűƊŨ ܐƀƃƢſƢźƘ 

̄ܐܨŴƏ  - ܘ̄ -ŴƀŨ̄ܡ Ʀũƣܐ Ÿſ  ܡ  ̇ ܐܬܬƋƀƟ ܐƢźƘܘƘܐ ƀƃƢſƢźƘܐ ƼƕƢƊƆܐ ܕܐܘܪƢƃ ƋƇƣ ܕųíǀŨ ŸƇƘ ܙܪŵſܘܬܐ ܘŴźƀƙŶܬܐ ܿ 1966̇
̄ܘƦƍƤŨ ܐܨܦ  ܡ ̈ ܘƦŨ ƎƉܪ ųƀƌŴƣ ܕƃƢſƢźƘܐ ŴƠƖſܒ ܬſƼƆܐ ܘŴƙƆܬ ŴƖŨܬܐ Ʀƙƀƙƕܐ ܕƼƕƢƉ ƁƍŨ ƎƉܐ ܕܕƢſܐ ܕƢƉܝ ƦƉܝ ܕŴƄŨܪܐ 1980̇ ݂

̈
݂ ̈ ̣

 ܿ ųũƆ ƈƕ ܐƦƊƀŶܘܪ ųƌܬ ܗܘŴƆ ܐ ܗܘܬƦũſƢƟܐ ܕƼƕƢƊƆ ųíƆ ܐźƀƆŴƘƢźƀƉ ƋƀƟܐ ܿ ܐܬܬŴƍƀƌ̱ܕ ̇ 
ܿ  Ūſܿ  ܐܨܦܿ   ܡ ƢƘƞŨ̄ܐ ܕƦũƣܐ ŵƃܙ ̇ ̄ ܿ  ܘܬƎƉ ܬܘܒ ܘŴſ  : ųíǀŨܪܕƧ Ǝƌܬܪܐ ܕƢƕܐܩ  –݂ ܐŤƊƕ ƎƉ ƈƠƣܢ 1980̄ Ƣƃ̇ ܕƻܒ Ŵƃ ƈƕܪƀƏܐ ܕƼƕƢƉܐ

 ܿ Ǝƀƍƣ ƥƊŶܘ ƎſƢƐƕܐ ܕŶƦƊƆ ƥƊƣܘ ƈƊƕ ܬܐŴũƀũƆܬܐ ܘŴƀƙƣ̈ 
̄ܘųŨ ƦƍƤŨ ܡ ݂ ܘŴƙƆܬ ǉŴƍƟ ܪŨܐ ܕűƕܬܐ ŴƏܪƼſܐ ܬܪƞſܬ ŷŨŴƣܐ ơũƣ ܘųſܒ ܐƦƘܐ ƘŴƇŶƦƆܐ ܕŤƌܬܐ ƦŨܪܗ ܘŴƠƌܡ ƦƤƊƣƦŨܐ ܗܕܐ 2005 ݈

 űƕܬƼƌܐ ܿ
̄ܘŴƀŨܡ ƢƕܘƦŨܐ Ūƃ ܿ ܛ ܿ ŴŨ ܡ ݈

̄ ̈ ƀŶ ƎƉ ųƆ Ɓƍƣܐ ܗƀƊƇƕ ƎƀƆܐ ƀŷƆܐ ܗŴƌܢ ƀƍƀƊƇƕܐ ܿ 2006 ̄ ܳ ̈ ̈ ̈ ݂ 
 ܐܬűƖŨ ƋƆ Ɓƙƕܬܐ ܕƢƉܬܝ ƁƌŴƊƣ ܕƨŹƢũŨ ܿ  ܡ
̈ܘܐܬƢſűŨ ƢũƟܐ ܕƢƉܝ ƦƉܝ Ƣƃ ܕܕƎƀƄƉ ܐųŨܬܐ ǓƼƉܐ  ܡ ܳ : ܿ Ŵŷƀƌܘܐܬܬ ŴũƄƣ ŴƉűƟܢ ܕŴƌܐ ܗǔſƢƣ ܬܐŴƕǓܘ 
 

̈ܐܬͮ͠ܥ Α͸ܝ ܕͮͣ;Ώͣܪܘܣ ͵Η͹΄ Ε͹ͥΑ͗ ͔Ύͣ ܕͷͩ͸ ΄͠ܬ͕ ܿ ܘܐͺ΄ ͔ͳͲͣ͹͗ ͢͸ΕΒ ͵ͯͣ͘͘ܬ͕ Αͯͩͼ͗ܘܬ κͣͼΎ ܘ͹ͻͣ;͔ ܕ΄͠ܬ͕ ܿ  ̈

Ε͸̈ܪͺͥ ܗܘ͕ ͹Β ͽ͸ͣ΄ͣܗܝ ، Α͘΄ Ζ ͠Ͳ ܗܘ͕ ΄ͷ ܙܕΎ͔ ܕܐΔͻ ܘΖ ͮ͢ܒ ܗܘ͕ ܐ͖ͮ͠ ΔͻΖ ܕκͣͼΎ ͷ΄ Α͘΅ͻ ܕ΄͠ܬ͕ ܿ 
̱ ̱̈ ̈ ݂ ܶ ܶ 

 Ɛŷƌ̈ܐ ƅƆ ܐŦųƆ ܿ ܘƐŷƌܐ ŴƆƞŨ ƎƆܬܟ 
 

 ƢũŶ݂ܟ ܕǔƙŹ ƎƉܐ ǂƀƃǓܐ 
ƨƀŷƉ ܐƉܬܐܘ ƋƤƉ ƢŨ ܘܣƢźƘ ܐſܪŴƃ݂ ̄ 
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 In the year 1951 was awarded the Diploma in ܡ
Philosophy, Theology and Nomocanon, and 
was appointed a teacher at the same semi-
nary; 

 
 In the year 1953 his services were transferred ܡ

to St. Matthew Monastery; 
 
/On 29th June 1955 he was ordained a priest ܡ

monk; 
 
 .In the year 1961, The Thrice Blessed H.H ܡ

Moran Mor Ignatius Yacoub III (1957-1980+) 
issued an apostolic decree awarding him with 
the Holy Cross, in appreciation of his services 
to the Holy Church.  Then, appointed him as 
a teacher at the St. Ephraim Seminary in 
Zahleh – Lebanon; 

 
 In the year 1963, his services were transferred ܡ

to the Patriarchate to serve the Thrice Blessed 
H.H. Moran Mor Ignatius Yacoub III; 

 
 Sunday 1st December ܡ

1963, and at the hands 
of The Thrice Blessed 
H.H. Moran Mor Ig-
natius Yacoub III he 
was ordained 
Archbishop and was 
given the name of 
DIOSCOROS, ap-
pointing him as Patri-
archal Vicar in Da-
mascus.  During the 
period of his services 
in Damascus, he also 
served the community 
in Lebanon on periodic intervals; 

 
 Saturday 18th June 1966, he was appointed as ܡ

the Patriarchal Vicar of Jerusalem, where he 
exerted many efforts in the service of our Holy 
Church and Syriac Orthodox Community; 

 

 ;He is Gorgis the son of Zora Sha’aia ܡ
 
 The Thrice blessed was born in Bartleh in ܡ

1929; 
 
 Received his elementary studies at the ܡ

school of Bartleh, which went hand in 
hand with the attendance of the religious 
and Syriac classes in the summer school 
at the church of St. Shmouney in Bartleh; 

 
 Completed the first year of his secondary ܡ

school in Mosul – Iraq; 
 
 In the year 1945, joined the St. Ephraim ܡ

Seminary in Mosul, which was, at the 
time, re-located there from Zahleh – 
Lebanon; 

 
 On the Feast of the ܡ

Holy Cross, 14th Sep-
tember (Julian) (i.e. 
27th September Gre-
gorian) 1948 was one 
of the two seminary 
students who were 
blessed and became 
monks.  The other 
person was Mousa 
Salama (the thrice 
blessed Archbishop Mor Crisostomos 
Moussa Salama).  In the speech conveyed 
on the day H.E. Dioscoros Luka gave the 
roadmap of what he intends to achieve 
being a member of the monk hood.  On 
that day he was given the name “LUKA”.  
(Please refer to Lisan Al Mashriq Maga-
zine, 1, 3 & 4, November and December 
1948 pp. 62-66); 

THE THRICE BLESSED H.E. MOR 
DIOSCOROS LUKA SHA’AIA 

1929 – 2006+ 

 In the year 1980, and following the departure ܡ
of H.H. Moran Mor Ignatius Yacoub III, 
and in line with the huge number of requests 
from the faithful of St. Matthew Monastery, 
H.H. Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka I Iwas ap-
proved his move from Jersualem to the Arch-
diocese of St. Matthew Monastery in Iraq, 
which is a dear place to H.E. heart; 

 
 Saturday morning, 27th December 1980 left ܡ

Amman, Jordan heading to Iraq to takeover 
the responsibilities of St. Matthew Monas-
tery, where he served wholeheartedly for 
some twenty five years; 

 
 In the year 2005, and in line with the Syriac ܡ

Orthodox Church’s Constitution, reaching 
the age, he retired opening the way for oth-
ers to serve the Church; 

 
 On 22nd September 2006, departed this ܡ

earthly life to the heavenly chambers; 
 
 The burial service was held at the Church of ܡ

St. Shmouney, Bartleh – then the thrice 
blessed body was carried to St. Matthew 
Monastery to join the forefathers who earlier 
departed this earthly life. 

 

The Thrice Blessed H.E. Mor Dioscoros Luka 
was known of his seriousness, and courage 
when it comes to the work of the church, and 
the defense of the church’s canons and laws, 
that was joined with huge humility, and excel-
lent communications skills. Whoever met him 
enjoyed his company, and would immediately 
notice his zealousness towards the Holy 
Church, and his eagerness to build solid rela-
tionships with others based on humility, hum-
bleness and care.  
 

May God the Almighty rest your soul Your 
Eminence Mor Dioscoros Luka Sha’aia, and 
benefit us with your prayers. 
 

Your companion from youthful days 
V. Rev. Fr. Boutros Touma Issa 

Perth—Western Australia—The LIGHT—2006.  


